
Dear Parents and Carers  

The Spring Term seems to have raced by and it’s hard to believe Easter is upon us.  School 
will close at 12.30pm on Thursday 2nd April and reopen on Monday 20th April at 
8.40am.  We will finish our term next week with a Lenten Service for each year group. 

I am proud of those students that every day turn up on time, work hard, take a full part in 
school life and reap the benefits of their hard work.  Awards assemblies will take place when 
we return after the Easter break, I hope your son/daughter will receive an award. 

Students in Year 11 are entering the final stage of their secondary school days. The exams 
season is nearly here and the next six weeks will be crucial in getting students prepared for 
their exams. The outcomes of these can be life changing. They will affect what your child 
can do next. I’ve been impressed by a good number of students staying after school to do 
further studies – that’s just the work ethic that will serve them well at college and in the world 
of work in due course. Well done to those students who have seized the moment.  

Easter is the most important religious feast of Christians, celebrated on Easter Sunday and 
is a good time for us to reconnect with family and friends. Easter brings us hope, may it   
linger in our hearts forever. 

 Here's wishing you a very Happy Easter.   

Mrs Warburton—Head Teacher 
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We are coming to the end of the Lenten period and 

Easter will soon be with us.  During the second 

week of Lent in school some of us were lucky 

enough to have reconciliation services during the R.E. lessons with Father Peter            

Montgomery.  There was also the opportunity to have individual confessions in the          

chaplaincy.  Over 100 pupils were involved in these services.  On Thursday 26th March there 

will be a Lenten Reconciliation Service in the auditorium at 6 pm for the school and parish 

community.  In the last week of term, all the year groups will have their Easter Services, this 

is an opportunity for us to pray together and reflect on Jesus’ journey to the cross.  Each 

week the chaplaincy team meet for a short five minute reflection in the Cenacle Chapel at 

lunchtime.  All members of the school community are welcome to join us.  Following the    

assemblies by the Nugent Care Society before half term all form classes have been          

collecting loose change for the Good Shepherd collection.  Our target amount is £200, this 

money will be used to support families in the Northwest who struggle to provide for their    

children. 

  God’s purpose not ours…. 

  Lord God, 

  We feel your forgiving gaze on us as we strive and struggle to fulfil your   

  purpose by our strength alone. 

  Lord God, 

  We sense your patient gaze when we think that by our efforts alone we can 

  become all you want us to be. 

  Lord God, 

  Show us today how to let go of our agenda, of all that makes us feel good, 

  of all that makes us feel important so that we can receive your grace so  

  freely offered. 

  Philippians 2:13 

Wishing you and your families a very happy and holy Easter 

An Easter Message 
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The maths department have been busy so far this academic year with workshops for able    

mathematicians, primary events and UKMT challenges. 

 

Primary Maths Competition 

Several local primary schools took part in our first competition written by the department and sent 

out to schools.  The task was a question paper made up of some multiple choice questions then 

a series of longer, more challenging questions.  Certificates of participation were sent to all     

students and Bronze, Silver and Gold were awarded to top scorers.  Well done to everyone who 

participated and we hope you will take part again next academic year. 

 

Workshops for Able Mathematicians 

In the Autumn term able mathematicians from Years 7 and 8 took part in two lessons off       

timetable to work on an advanced topic of Maths.  Pupils used their skills in ratio and proportion 

to design their own business model and to find the Nash Equilibrium (most efficient solution) to a 

real life problem. 

 

In the spring term pupils worked on a ‘decision maths’ topic from the A-level syllabus.  Pupils 

used on algorithm to solve the ‘Chinese Postman Problem’ and find the shortest or quickest way 

to cover every street on a map.  Pupils then presented their work on Powerpoint presentations or 

posters.  Well done Year 7 and 8! 
Mr. Monks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UKMT Intermediate Challenge 

50 pupils from Years 9 to 11 took part in the UKMT Intermediate Challenge run by the University 

of Leeds.  The challenge is a 1 hour multiple choice paper and pupils from Cardinal Newman 

have participated in this for many years.  The pupils who were awarded certificates are below: 

 

Year 11 

 

Best in school Kyle Chidlaw 

Bronze  Dean Robinson Tom Quormby 

   Catherine Ross Jennifer Bushell 

   Jack Fitzsimmons 



Year 10 

Best in year  Georgia Brown 

Bronze  Jack Clowes  Conor Watters 

   Damien Pawlak 

 

Year 9 

 

Gold   Ben Canavan 

Bronze  Jessica Hill 

 

Kyle in Year 11 and Ben in Year 9 also scored high enough to get through to the next round which 

they will be participating in this week. 

Upcoming Events 

The department has a number of events and challenges happening in the next term including the 

UKMT Junior Challenge, the annual Primary Maths Challenge and the UKMT Team Challenge at the 

University of Manchester. 

Mrs. Shaw—Head of Maths. 

 

Lots of pupils at school took part in World Book Day on 

Thursday 5th March.  There was a vast array of characters 

from favourite books in school including Where’s Wally, 

Superman and Elsa.  Pupils were encouraged to bring a book, magazine or comic to school to take 

part in ‘Ring and Read’ which happened at various times throughout the day.  The school uses 

World Book Day to promote reading and literacy skills and it has become one of the highlights of the 

year.  Prizes were given to the two most creative and imaginative costumes in each year. 

World Book Day is not just about books though, it’s also about children around the world who don’t 

have books or an education so it’s like another way of helping those in need while having fun.  All in 

all it was an amazing day filled with lots of fun, laughter, happiness and memories. 
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World Book Day 
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department has been running a History 

club after school on Mondays from 3pm 

until 4pm.  The idea is to provide pupils with an opportunity to engage with    

history of their choice and to help maintain the History club notice board.  We 

have had a number of pupils attend and the work produced has been first class.  

Like any club or organisation it is only as good as its members and the Cardinal 

Newman History club are lucky to have Dominic Armstrong from 7B.  Dominic 

has been a stalwart of the club.  He has been a key player in the success of the 

club updating the, “This week in History” section 

through his painstaking research, the History quiz  

section and more.  We believe in celebrating hard 

work and commitment and decided to award Dominic 

with a gift voucher.  It is a small gesture which we 

hope he will spend wisely.  Well done Dominic. 

Mr. Russell—Head of History. 

 

Battle of Hastings Re-enactment 

There was organised chaos this term as Year 7 prepared themselves for the 

blood-bath that is “The Battle of Hastings.”  As part of a project for homework, 

pupils were required to make a Norman or Saxon shield.  Many fine examples 

were on display when we took to the battle field with some pupils making and 

wearing helmets too.  See if you recognise any of the combatants! 

 

 

We would like to inform you that from September 2015, Cardinal Newman   
Catholic High School will be part of a growing number of schools that are leading 
the way for more school-led teacher training.  We are working in collaboration 
with a number of schools in the area on the School Direct teacher training      
programme.  Through this programme we can choose the very best  talent and 
develop them into teachers to help us in delivering the best outcomes for the 
students at Cardinal Newman.  

We have vacancies now to start training from September 2015 in a variety of 
subjects, and we would be very interested to hear from you if you are thinking of 
becoming a teacher, or know someone who is. We are looking for people who 
have (or will have) a degree, have a passion for teaching and want to inspire 
young people to fulfil their potential.  

If you require further information about our School Direct teacher-training       

programme, please do not hesitate to contact Miss Burras, Deputy Headteacher. 
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